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... writes about music, primarily as manifested in “Japan”, past and present, and among the “Japanese” historical diaspora in
Australia. At the FHRC this year he has addressed music as a medium for connection and disconnection, communality and
solitude. His work with Kyushu biwa singers, investigation of music among interwar Hanshin region ethnic minorities, and
group-based research on music-making of diverse minorities in Tokyo as well as prewar emigrants from Japan all point
toward the fundamentally "preservational” functions of music as a tool for social cohesion and conviviality, perhaps
manifesting or nurturing rita. Conversely he recognises “anti-rita” potentiality in essentialist claims about folk or
traditional music and ethnic distinctiveness, and in much music since the Romantic-era framing of composer-authors as

inspired creators whose inviolable works speak directly to individual listening subjects.
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